Sociology – Syllabus
Cumberland Co. High School

Mr. Alva


The purpose of this class is to introduce students to the social studies discipline of Sociology. Sociologists study social behavior in human groups. They look for patterns and study the influence of social relationships on people’s behavior and attitudes. 


Since human behavior takes place in a wide variety of groups and circumstances, Sociology has a broad scope. Sociologists might study beliefs, values, rules, the family, education, religion, political and economic systems, race and ethnicity, gender, or sports and entertainment.



It is important for students to understand that people form groups throughout the United States and the World, and that there are issues and challenges that both unite and divide us. 
Academic Expectations:
2.16: Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17: Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of our nation and world. 

Course Objectives:
· Students will be able to explain how belief systems, knowledge, institutions, traditions, technology, and behavior patterns define cultures. (2.1.1)

· Students will be able to explain how various human needs are met through interaction in and among social institutions (e.g. government, economy, education, religion, family, sports and entertainment). (2.2.1)

· Students will be able to explain how social interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g. violence, difference of opinion, stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, genocide, conflict resolution, social movements, social change) (2.3.1&2.3.2)

Course Organization:
· Unit One: What Is Sociology? (the sociological approach; the development of sociology as a discipline; current theoretical perspectives)
· Unit Two: The Individual and Society (characteristics of culture; socialization; social structure and group behavior; social stratification and class; social deviance)
· Unit Three: Social Positions (gender roles; age and society; health and society; race and ethnicity)
· Unit Four: Social Institutions (the family; education, religion; politics; economics; sports and entertainment)
· Unit Five: Social Change (population; the environment and society; urbanization and urban culture; social movements)

Course Materials: 
Text:  Sociology The Study of Human Relations (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)
          Sociology and You (Glencoe, McGraw-Hill)

ISBN-13: 978-0-03-093959-4

Required Student Materials:

· Course textbook

· 3-5 subject notebook (college-ruled preferred)

· blue or black ink pens (no pencil or colored pens in notebook unless approved by instructor)

· loose-leaf paper, scissors, glue, colored pencils, etc. (we will use a variety of methods for recording and using information in class – students should be prepared on a daily basis with the necessary materials)

Assessment/Grading:

Most of the work done in this class will go in the student notebook. Grades will be based on the following:

Tests: 40%

Classwork/Homework//Notebook: 40%

Mid-terms/Finals: 20%

Late Work/Absences:

Students are responsible for worked missed on the day(s) they are absent. Late work for students with an excused absence will be accepted without penalty on the date of their return to school, or within 5 school days of their absence. Work turned in after that will be assessed a penalty.  No late work will be accepted after 1 week before the end of the grading period. Work that is not completed will be given a zero (0).

A homework “buddy” is highly advised. Parents may also call the office to request that assignments be picked up at the end of the school day.

Contacting Me:

I am available before school, after school, and during planning by appointment. The easiest (and best) way to contact me is via e-mail.
School phone: 931.484.6194
E-mail:  (calva@ccschools.k12tn.net)

Final Thoughts:

It is my sincere wish that you have a successful learning experience in my class. My philosophy is pretty straightforward:

· I come prepared everyday- so should you. 

· I stay focused on the content (no “free” days)- so should you. 

· I believe structure and order are necessary for learning to take place, but there is also room for some fun.  Behave yourself.

· Problems can be avoided if you take a pro-active approach.

· I believe in mutual respect and everyone’s ability to learn. Play nice.

If you have any questions, or concerns, please feel free to contact me. Good luck. 

