2016-2017 U.S. History Honors Syllabus

Instructor: Mr Michael DiBiccaro Room: H109

E-mail: mdibiccaro@ccschools.k12tn.net

Websites:  http://edmodo.com  access code:

Phone: 931 248-6256

Help: before school 6:30-7:30/after school by appt. Ask and I will make the time 
Background: I look forward to teaching and learning from your student this year. I served in the United States Navy for 22 years, achieving the rank of E-9, hold a Masters Degree in U.S. History, and have been teaching in Cumberland County for over 10 years. My passion is history and how it has shaped us politically, socially and economically over time. This is the essential question not remembering specific dates. Your young student is the future of America and an understanding of history and more importantly the thinking skills we will use will help them in their future endeavors, regardless of what career they choose. I truly believe the student is the most important person in the room.         
Course Overview:
The U.S. History course is a required course all students need in order for graduation in the Tennessee public school system. This year students will partake in a unique learning experience exploring U.S. History from 1865 Post-Reconstruction to present day and current events such as the War on Terror. The course is designed with the intent of challenging students through an interdisciplinary approach that includes literature, art, and primary and secondary resources. Students will weave political, social, and economic themes across American history, and demonstrate understanding of these concepts through a variety of assessment through projects, research papers, and student class work, and other formative and summative assessment methods.  I also like to show the culture of each period of American history through music and videos, to demonstrate how we have changed over time. Communication of classroom events and student progress will be an ongoing process.

Honors Expectations:  Honors US History is specifically designed for the highly self-motivated student, the curriculum follows the same course of study as the standard US History course;  however, the material is taught with greater complexity, novelty, acceleration, and reflects a differentiated curriculum.  Honors US History is distinguished by a difference in the quality of work expected and not merely an increase in quantity. This will include but not limited to: Extended reading assignments, research based writing assignments, oral presentations and powerpoint, integration of technology, real world and community connections.      
Technology:
We will also be using Edmodo for assignments and discussions.  You will receive from me a group code for your class, followed by training and instructions for use.  If you have a smartphone, IPod Touch, IPad, or tablet, “There is an app for that!” I am very excited about extending my class room online! All powerpoints, worksheets and videos are available on this site. I allow students to use the technology they have to take notes, do research, look up items in class. Please feel free to bring them to class.  

Required Materials:
You are expected to bring your textbook to class (there will not be a class set), you will need a folder or a section in your notebook to keep handouts. I use the following with all my classes: a highlighter, pen or pencil, coloring materials (markers, pencils, crayons), and a glue stick/tape with you to class. Come prepared!  I do provide most of these items but do not have enough for everyone 

Attendance policy and Student absences:
Regular school attendance is mandatory if students are to be successful. CCHS believes that a strong attendance policy supports the achievement of all students. A natural consequence of an absence is missing the opportunity to participate in classroom activates. Student absences are recorded as unexcused. Please see your student handbook for further explanation on excused absences.

Assignments:
It is your responsibility to come to class prepared everyday. Part of coming to class prepared means that you have your assignments completed and are ready to participate.  Most of the assignments will involve reading. While I allot time in class for reading some must be done outside school. Also with EDMODO a student is able to make up notes, review presentations and be ready even if absent.   

Textbook:The Americans: Mcdougal Littel    ISBN 978-0-547-49117-2

GENERAL COURSE SUBJECTS:
Reconstruction

Western Settlement and Immigration

Industrialization and Segregation 

Progressive Movement

Imperialism and World War I

The Roaring 20’s

Great Depression and the New Deal

World War II

The Cold War (1945-1962)

The Vietnam War and the Collapse of Communism

Civil Rights

Contemporary America: Nixon,Reagan,Clinton 1970-2001

Grading policy and Grading scales: see student handbook   

Quizzes, tests, projects: 40%, weekly work 40%, midterm final 20%

EOC will count for 25 percent of second nine weeks

for a 30% 30% 15% in other catagories

EOC Exam: It will consist of critical thinking skills associated with primary and secondary documents/including a written section     
Instructional Procedures:   I will do almost anything possible to ensure that learning happens and that the learning is directed at the objectives.

Instructional procedures might include any or all of the techniques below:

- Assigned Reading, Student Activities, Cooperative Groups,

- Group Interaction, Text book Reading, Student Teaching,

- Discussion, Videos Projects,

- Guest Speakers, Lecture, Lecture/Discussion,

- Independent Study, Research Internet,

- Interviews, Oral Presentations.

Objectives of the course: At the completion of this course, not only will the students have met all state standards, the student will:

. Be able to describe the relationship of the past to the present using at least two examples from classroom work.

. Be able to discuss orally with the class the social, political, and economic institutions that impact the student’s life.

Field trips: I weave Tennessee and Crossville history into the course. We will attempt to take a walking field trip to the military museum downtown and at least one other trip if possible. More information will follow. 

Miscellaneous: 

- Please fill out the parent contact sheet and review the teacher/student contract.

- The only rule I have, because I believe all others fall under this, is RESPECT!

- I would also like to have some fun while we are learning   

- I can be reached anytime by phone or email for questions or concerns
