AP English Language and Composition


Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Syllabus
Course Overview


The Advanced Placement English Language and Composition course engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both the writing and the reading in the course make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. The overarching objective in the course is to enable students to write effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives. Therefore, the course emphasizes the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional communication, as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any context. In addition, the course teaches students that the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing they must do in college is based on reading, not solely on personal experience and observation. Therefore, students will carefully read complex primary and secondary sources with understanding, synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, properly cite sources, and write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers. Students will move beyond such programmatic responses as the five-paragraph essay that provides an introduction with a thesis and three reasons, body paragraphs on each reason, and a conclusion that restates the thesis. Although such formulaic approaches may provide minimal organization, they often encourage unnecessary repetition and fail to engage the reader. Instead, students will place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience and allow this focus to guide the organization of their writing. 

     Skill in writing proceeds from students’ awareness of their own composing processes: the way they explore ideas, reconsider strategies, and revise their work. This experience of the process of composing is the essence of the AP English Language and Composition course. Thus, students will write essays that proceed through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers. Although these extended, revised essays cannot be part of the AP Exam, the experience of writing them will help make students more self-aware and flexible writers and thus may help their performance on the exam itself. 

     The AP English Language and Composition course initially examines how classical debate or argument (the traditional canons of rhetoric) influences readers in ways that are not the same as those used in consensus building. The course then examines rhetorical strategies and stylistic choice around sequences of assignments devoted to writing in particular forms (argumentative, narrative, expository). Group readings and writing assignments by form, theme, or voice, ask students to identify writers’ strategies—such as Toulmin theory— and then practice them themselves. Finally, the course then proceeds thematically around a group of ideas or issues, such as the following: To what extent do our schools serve the goals of true education?  What is the relationship of the individual to the community? How do the values of sports affect the ways we see ourselves? How does the language we use reveal who we are?  To what extent does pop culture reflect our society’s values? What is the nature of the relationship between the citizen and the state? 
Students are expected to become informed citizens, participate in a wide variety of conversations, and be willing to consider multiple viewpoints. There will often be information presented that is college level and mature in nature. Of course, everything presented will be done so with responsible tact. There will be much outside reading and HW to do. If that is not something you can commit to, this may not be the course for you. The following outline of our year together is tentative and I reserve the right to change things up at any time as I see fit for our class.
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Grading Procedures:

The AP Language and Composition Course will be presented in thematic format and the grading will include the following: 

Coursework
	Daily Assignments
	Test Assignments

	Daily: 40% 1st term; 30% 2nd term
Minor group activities (includes the ability to work cohesively within your assigned group)

Quizzes

Daily classwork and/or book work


	Weight: 40% 1st term; 30 % 2nd term
Unit tests

Independent novel study work

Essays (paragraphs & papers)

Major group projects

Presentations (Group/Individual)

Work in progress journals (due last Friday of each month)



	Midterm Exam – 20%
	Final Exam – 15%

	TNREADY – 25%


*Note: Any additional assignment type and it’s grading weight will be communicated to students as needed.
Coursework descriptions:
Formal Research Papers: Students will research topics of interest based on prior readings or current events and develop and support a thesis.  Students will be required to submit a rough draft for peer editing, and a subsequent draft for individual assessment with the teacher before turning in the final research paper.   

Responses to literature and Major Works Data Sheets: Students will be required to analyze required weekly readings and write expository responses that identify the author’s purpose, audience, and tone citing specific examples from the text to substantiate the students’ claims. Major works data sheets will be completed after reading each novel. 

Assessments/Tests/Quizzes:  As a consistent element of practice, students will take multiple-choice tests based on rhetorical strategies and their functions in given passages.  Students will take multiple practice AP Exams each month. Quizzes will be administered intermittently, often with no prior warning, to assess reading comprehension,  rhetorical vocabulary, oral discussions, and basic grammar requirements.   

Work-In-Progress Journals:  Journal entries may include pensive and thoughtful observations that reflect the theme of the current unit, ideas about current events, new vocabulary acquired, and weekly summations of the covered material.  (Generally speaking, this is where you will record your bellringer work).

Class Participation:  Participation in class encompasses grammar reviews, vocabulary exercises, and dialectic text analysis.  During class discussions, students are encouraged to offer comments and critiques to support or refute claims by giving concrete details for support.  Students are to model correct interaction and argumentation techniques during class discussions. To be successful a student needs to be in class each day because information builds upon prior information.  

The units are designed to consistently build a knowledge base for the students as they write and revise their work using precept upon precept.  At the completion of the course, students will write essays and research papers that:

· Demonstrate a strong vocabulary used effectively and appropriately

· Offer varied sentence structure and syntax

· Utilize specific rhetorical techniques such as repetition, parallel structure, logical organization, and appropriate transitions 

· Establish a controlling tone, maintaining voice, and appropriate emphasis 

· State a coherent thesis and support their ideas with concrete details

· Use the correct MLA format

· List an accurate and complete bibliography
Supply List

· Loose-leaf  paper 

· 2 inch binder—please keep ALL returned/graded work—When I return it to you, put it in your binder IN ORDER
· Ink pens and pencils 

· Standard composition book

· Highlighters 
· Post-It  notes 
Textbooks

Students are responsible for maintaining their textbooks while in class or when they leave class.  Should the book be lost or damaged in your care, even through no fault of your own, you are still liable for the book. You will use the following textbooks during class:
· Holt McDougal, “Holt Traditions, Warriner’s Handbook 5th Course” (ISBN: 0030990041); Holt, “Tennessee Elements of Literature, Essential of American Literature 5th Course” (ISBN: 003038792)
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (ISBN: 9780743273565)
· The Catcher in The Rye by J.D. Salinger (ISBN: 0329027581)
· The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie (ISBN: 9780316013697)
· The Awakening by Kate Chopin (ISBN: 9780486277868)
· Fences by August Wilson (ISBN: 9780452264014)

· **Recommended: AP English Language and Composition Crash Course by Dawn Hogue (ISBN: 9780738607832)
Classroom Policies and Procedures
Absences and Make-up Work:

When you are absent, please refer to the make-up assignment folder. It will contain any handouts that were given on the day of absence. It is your responsibility to complete your makeup work within 3 days; should you have any questions or feel that you require more time, please see me before the end of the 3 days. If you have an UNEXCUSED absence, you WILL NOT be permitted to make up any missed assignments for credit.
Late Work Policy/Make-up Work Policy:
(10 points per day late on assignments)
Make up work will be accepted from you upon getting your absence excused. Per BOE policy, you have 10 days to bring in an excuse. 
Syllabus: English 11 AP Language and Composition 
Fall Semester/Spring Semester 

Units of Study
Fall semester: Unit 1
Theme: Introduction to rhetoric
Teacher Instruction: 

· Expectations for excellence in writing
· Discussion of AP requirements

· Overview of Ethos, Pathos, Logos

· Discussion of Speaker/Purpose/Audience/Tone 

· Rhetorical Devices

· Visual rhetoric 

· Annotation

· Synthesis 

In-Class Readings: 

-Lou Gehrig Appreciation Day speech 

-Princess Diana Dies in Paris Crash

-Queen Elizabeth's Televised Speech

-Earl Spencer's Eulogy for Diana

-Wikipedia entry for Princess Diana

Composition:  Narrative Essay
Definition of My Word prompt: Select a word that defines you or encapsulates your beliefs.  In a well-written narrative essay, define the word using concrete details, and analyze what it means to you. 

Assessments:

· Rhetorical terms

· Connotation/Denotation

· Vocabulary of rhetorical devices

· Sunday news/Monday Views 

Fall semester: Unit 2
Theme: What is the relationship of the individual to the community? 

Teacher Instruction:

· Identifying historical context

· Making inferences

Outside Homework Reading:
The Catcher in the Rye 
In-Class Readings:

King Jr., Martin Luther “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

Thoreau, Henry David “Where I Lived, and What I Lived For”

Howard, Jane “All Happy Clans Are Alike: In Search of the Good Family”

Etzioni, Amitai “The New Community”

Quindlen, Anna “Commencement Speech at Mount Holyoke College”

Danticat, Edwidge “New York Day Women”

Composition: On-going journal activity related to TCITR (More information to come) 
Composition: 

Create a resume and a personal mission statement in preparation for college application requirements.

Assessments:

· Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

· Rhetorical language vocabulary 

· Sunday news/Monday Views 

Fall semester-Unit 3
Theme: To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? 

Teacher Instruction: 

· Syntax/sentence structure/style/voice/tone

· Persuasive techniques

Outside Homework Reading: 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
In Class Readings:

Prose, Francine “I Know Why the Caged Bird Cannot Read”

Emerson, Ralph Waldo “from Education”

Alexie, Sherman “Superman and Me”

Talbot, Margaret, “Best in Class”

Baldwin, James “A Talk to Teachers”

Mori, Kyoko “School” 

Documentaries:
Waiting for Superman

American Teacher 
Composition:  Persuasive Essay
Write a review of the documentary Waiting for Superman or American Teacher using persuasive writing techniques to either encourage or discourage an audience to see the movie. Use specific rhetorical devices to enhance your writings. Identify the background and historical basis for the movie.

Composition: Persuasive/Expository Essay
Using a newspaper, magazine, or internet, students are to locate and reproduce a political cartoon that covers a current issue of importance in the United States and analyze its elements of persuasion including the audience appeal and appropriateness of the subject matter.

Composition: Entering the conversation- Focus on the American High School
Examine the six given sources to compose an informed essay that focuses on the American High School. Synthesize the information you gather for your research paper and clearly expressing your views about the chosen topic.  Cite specific examples and reasons for your position.

Assessments:

· Grammar as rhetoric and style 

· Rhetorical language vocabulary
· Two Timed Writes:  Previously released AP test prompts that explore the concepts of education

· Sunday news/Monday Views 
Fall Semester-Unit 4
Theme: What is the nature of the relationship between the citizen and the state?
Teacher Instruction:

· Making inferences

· Analytical writing

· Expository writing-McCarthyism

Outside Homework Reading:
The Crucible
In-Class Readings:

Kincaid, Jamica “On Seeing England for the First Time”

Swift, Jonathan “A Modest Proposal” 

Thoreau, Henry David “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience”

Soyinka, Wole “Every Dictator's Nightmare”

Various authors, essays/articles/contemporary on current U.S. Presidential candidates

Movie: The Crucible 
Composition: Synthesis/Research Paper/Peer edit/Teacher Evaluation Review
The purpose of this research is to understand the historical context of the United States during the time when Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible. The political environment of the time had a profound effect on the writer and his purpose, themes, and tone of the drama. Using multiple sources, gather information about McCarthyism.
Assessments:

· Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

· Rhetorical language vocabulary 

· Sunday news/Monday Views 
Fall Semester-Unit 5 (Final Fall Unit)
Theme – To what extent does pop culture reflect our society's values? 
Teacher Instruction: 
· Propaganda 

· Power of language

· Compare and contrast concepts

· Test taking strategies

Outside Homework Reading:
The Great Gatsby

In class readings:

Denby, David “High-School Confidential: Notes on Teen Movies”

Twain, Mark “Corn-Pone Opinions”

Delora, Vine “We Talk, You Listen”

Smith, Danyel “Dreaming America”

McCloud, Scott “Show and Tell”

Wiltz, Teresa “Popular Culture in the Aftermath of September 11 is a Chorus without a Hook, A Movie without an ending”

Ostrom, Hans “Emily Dickinson and Elvis Presley in Heaven”

Giovanni, Nikki “Sanctuary: For Harry Potter the Movie”

Tansey, Mark “The Innocent Eye Test” 

Movie: The Great Gatsby (2011 version)
Visual:

Sunday Newspaper Inserts

Composition: Analytical Essay
After reading the contents of chapter 11 in your textbook, analyze the effects books and televisions have had on popular culture.  

Composition:  Persuasive Advertisements
You will create a product to sell. You will design a poster or artifact that identifies the product. Using your verbal prowess and crafted propaganda techniques, you will write a persuasive copy to use as a 30 second commercial spot to convince your audience to buy your product.  

Assessments:

· Grammar as rhetoric and style 

· Rhetorical language vocabulary

· Two Timed Writes:  Previously released AP test prompts that explore the concepts of popular culture.

· Narrative Journal Entry:  Write your feelings about slang, email, and text messaging.  Do you think it is important to maintain correct grammar conventions when communicating with friends, or is it unnecessary? Support your beliefs.

· Sunday news/Monday Views 
Spring Semester-Unit 1
Theme: What is the impact of the gender roles that society creates and enforces? 
Teacher Instruction: 

· Argumentative techniques 

· Contemporary gender issues

Outside Homework Reading:
The Awakening
In-class Readings:

Gould, Stephen Jay “Women's Brains”

Woolfe, Virginia “Professions for Women”

Adams, John and Abigail “Letters”

Ehrlich, Gretel “About Men”

Theroux, Paul “Being a Man”

Lewis, Stephen “AIDS Has a Woman's Face”

Tannen, Deborah “There is No Unmarked Woman”

Hurston, Zora Neale “Sweat”

Piercy, Marge “Barbie Doll”

Guisewite, Cathy “Cathy”

Broadway, Bill “New and Newer Versions of Scripture”

Composition:  Synthesis/Research Paper/Peer edit/Teacher Evaluation Review
You will select and research a current controversial gender related topic.  You will take a position about that topic and argue your beliefs by citing examples from your research.  You will be required to research the information and collect data in a portfolio and synthesize the information to write a logical and progressive argument that substantiates your position. You will use numerous quotes to argue your thoughts, and you will carefully document references. Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations and refer to the sources by authors’ last names or by titles.  Avoid mere paraphrase or summary. As part of the assignment, you are to produce a rough draft and submit it your English teacher for an evaluative review during which time, the teacher must indicate corrections and upgrades to your paper. You will retype your paper and turn in the final copy with all of the previous rough draft work in a completed portfolio.  

Assessments:

· Argumentative techniques 

· Citing sources

· Grammar as Rhetoric and Style 

· Rhetorical language vocabulary 

· Narrative Journal Entry:  Write specifically about your own body image.  Are you influenced by the media? What would you change about your body and why? 

· Sunday news/Monday Views 
Spring Semester-Unit 2
Theme:  How do the values of sports affect the way we see ourselves? 
Teacher Instruction: 

· Review of story elements: Character analysis/Plot/Setting/Conflicts

· Symbolism in literature

Outside Homework Reading:
Fences
In-Class Readings:

Talese, Gay “The Silent Season of a Hero”

McMurtry, John “Kill'Em, Crush'Em, Eat'Em Raw!”

Williard, Frances “From How I learned to Ride the Bicycle”

Vervaecke, Kris “A Spectator's Notebook”

Reilly, Rick “The Real New York Giants”

Freedman, Samuel “For Fasting and Football, a Dedicated Game Plan”

Updike, John “Ex-Basketball Player”

Kumin, Maxine “Prothalamion”
Composition: Expository Analysis of Rhetorical Devices 
In a well-developed essay, analyze key symbolic elements, figurative language, imagery, and tone that August Wilson uses to enhance the theme of Fences. Analyze his choice of certain symbols and figurative language used during the play as they relate to the effects of the events.
Assessments:

· Elements of a plot line

· Two practice AP multiple-choice tests from released AP materials. 

· Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

· Rhetorical language vocabulary 

· Sunday news/Monday Views 

Spring Semester-Unit 3 (Final Spring Unit and exam preparation) 

Theme: How does the language we use reveal who we are?

Teacher Instruction:

· Narrative writing 

· Argumentative writing 

· AP Exam preparation

In-Class Readings:

Rodriguez, Richard “Aria: A Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood”

Orwell, George “Politics and the English Language”

Tan, Amy “The Mother Tongue”

Hayakawa, S.I. “Bilingualism in America: English Should Be the Official Language”

Composition: Argumentative Essay
Should language be legislated? Congress has debated whether English should be declared the national language of the United States. What would be the implication of such a law? Do you believe that it is in the interest of national unity to pass a law making English the national language? 

Composition: Narrative Essay
Choose one of the following quotations, and explain why it speaks to you. Use examples from your own experience and reading to illustrate what the quotation means to you.

-”Who does not know another language, does not know his own.” -Goethe

-”Language are the pedigree of nations” -Samuel Johnson

-”Language is a city to the building of which every human being brought a stone.” -Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Assessments: 

· Two practice AP multiple-choice tests from released AP materials. 
· Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

· Two Timed Writes:  Previously released AP test prompts that explore topics related to language.

· Sunday news/Monday Views 
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