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 Algebra (1A) Syllabus 

Course Overview 

This course is the foundation for all future math courses at the high school and college 
level. Algebra reinforces and continues to develop math skills that are needed at all levels 
of mathematics. Students begin the transition from the concrete to the abstract. They learn 
a systematic approach for solving real world problems. This first, basic course will cover 
half of the Algebra 1 standards over the course of the entire school year (Fall and Spring 
semesters). Students will then move on to Algebra 1B next school year and take the EOC 
(End Of Course) Test upon completion of the second half of the standards (next year). 

Required Text 

Kanold, T. D., Burger, E. B., Dixon, J. K., Larson, M. R., & Leinwand, S. 
(2015).Algebra 1. Orlando, FL: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. 
 

Course Materials 

�  Composition notebook 

�  Notebook paper 

�  Pencil(s) 

�  Eraser(s) 

�  Dry erase marker (for student use) 

�  Designated folder or binder for class materials 

Resources 

The Algebra 1 curriculum standards can be found at the following website: 
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/std_math_algebra_I.pdf 

Kahn Academy can be a valuable resource in providing extra help on a topic if needed or 
in learning how to master a skill if you were absent for instruction: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/algebra 

Online textbook can be accessed here: 
https://my.hrw.com/index.jsp?isVerified=true&message=logout 

Expectations 

•   Come to class prepared 

Instructor 

Carrie Pennington 

Phone 

484-6194 or 
1-865-657-7331 (text ok) 

Email 

cpennington@ 
ccschools.k12tn.net 

Office Location 

G110 

Office Hours 

By appointment: 7:00-
7:35am M, T, W, F and/or 
2:45-4:00pm M, T, Th, F 
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•   Follow directions the first time they are given 

•   Follow all rules in the CCHS student handbook 

•   Try your best and ask questions 

Course Schedule (Topics Covered) 

1-Equations & Inequalities                6-Systems of Equations & Inequalities  

2-Functions & Models 7-Adding & Subtracting Polynomials  

3-Patterns & Sequences 8-Multiplying & Dividing Polynomials  

4-Linear Functions   

5-Forms of Linear Equations   

*This class will move at the pace of the students, and will take into account their varying abilities. We will spend as much 
time as necessary on each topic (within reason) until a majority of students have mastered it. All 8 topics will be covered 
upon completion of the ‘A’ section at the end of this school year. (May ’17) 

Homework Policy 

A majority of the ‘homework’ given in this class will be completed in class. The only reason a student should have actual 
homework is when the student did not use his or her class time wisely or was absent. Mrs. Pennington will follow the 
make-up work and attendance policies in the student handbook. (Students are responsible for getting missed work from the 
“here’s what you missed” folder! I will not hunt you down to tell you what you missed!) Time will be taken in class 
periodically to catch up and complete re-dos, however, no ‘late work’ will be accepted once we are past the mid-term. 

Additional Information 

Score 4-Einstein 3-Brainiac 2-Mathematician 1-Beginning 

Criteria o Relevant work is 
fully shown.  

o Answers are 
mathematically 
correct.  

o Answers are labeled 
appropriately.  

o Enough words, 
pictures, graphs, 
numbers, and/or charts 
are included to explain to 
someone else how you 
got your answers and 
what they mean.  

o Work is shown in an 
organized way and 

o Relevant work is 
mostly shown.  

o Answers are 
mathematically 
correct.  

o Answers are labeled 
appropriately.  

o Enough words, 
pictures, graphs, 
numbers, and/or charts 
are included to explain 
to someone else how 
you got your answers 
and what they mean.  

o Work is shown in an 

o Answers are 
mathematically correct 
but limited relevant 
work is shown.  

o Answers are not 
labeled appropriately 
or completely.  

o Limited words, 
pictures, graphs, 
numbers, and/or charts 
are included to explain 
to someone else how 
you got your answers 
and what they mean.  

o NOTE: If answers 
are not mathematically 

o Answers are 
mathematically correct 
but no relevant work 
is shown.  

o Answers are 
incorrect, but some 
relevant work is 
shown.  

o Answers are not 
labeled.  

o Very few words, 
pictures, graphs, 
numbers, and/or charts 
are included to explain 
to someone else how 
you got your answers 
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allows the reader to 
follow along.  

o Answers for each task 
are clearly identified and 
easy to find.  

 

organized way and 
allows the reader to 
follow along 

 

.  

o NOTE: If answers 
are not mathematically 
correct due to 
computational errors 
but the process to 
finding the solutions is 
correct, you may still 
receive a 3.  

 

correct due to 
computational errors 
but the process to 
finding the solutions is 
correct, you may still 
receive a 2.  
 

and what they mean.  
 

*Students will be asked to take an active role in evaluating the quality of their work. The above chart shows the criteria 
required for each level of proficiency. 

 

Cell Phone Policy 

Mrs. Pennington will follow the board policy on cell phone use (listed in the student handbook). Cell phones are NOT 
allowed to be used during class time and will be taken to the office if confiscated. Students may use cell phones 
before/after school, during class change, and at lunch.  

Other Information 

•   Cheating is never acceptable! If you do not understand how to do something, ask! If you are just lazy, it is time 
accept the responsibility and resulting consequence for your action (or inaction) and make a better choice next 
time. 

•   In order to receive full credit for an assignment, it must be labeled properly (including student name, page # and 
problems, and date) 

•   Student must have his or her OWN agenda in order to leave the classroom! (Please do not ask to leave unless it is 
truly an emergency! It is your job to use the restroom, get a drink, and go to your locker during class change!) 

•   Students are not to line up at the door when the bell is about to ring! The bell does not dismiss class, I do! 


